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Response to Amendment 

1 . In the amendment filed 9/12/05, the following has occurred: claims 1,18, 29, 38, 40, 42, 
and 47 have been amended. Now, claims 1-50 are presented for examination. 

2. The rejections under 35 U.S.C. 1 12 have been withdrawn by the Examiner based on 
changes made by Applicant to the claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 1-37 and 47-50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

5. Independent claims 1,18, 29, and 47 recite transmitting or providing medical information 
and a medical image "substantially together." It is unclear what scope is intended to be covered 
by the term "substantially together." It is unclear if this refers to a time range in which the two 
pieces of information are transmitted or if the image data medical information are combined 
prior to transmitting. 

6. In addition, claims 2-17, 19-28, 30-37, and 48-50 contain the same deficiencies as 
claims 1,18, 29, and 47 through dependency and are rejected for the same reasons. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(d) the invention was first patented or caused to be patented, or was the subject of an inventor's 
certificate, by the applicant or his legal representatives or assigns in a foreign country prior to the date 
of the application for patent in this country on an application for patent or inventor's certificate filed 
more than twelve months before the filing of the application in the United States. 

8. Claims 47-50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Wong et al. f 
U.S. Patent No. 6,260,021. 

9. As per claim 47, Wong teaches a method for accessing medical information and images, 
said method comprising: requesting an associated medical image and medical information for a 
remote data center (see column 14, lines 12-24); providing medical information from a medical 
information source to an interface unit (see column 14, lines 28-33); translating said medical 
information into reformatted medical information (see column 14, lines 49-52); associating said 
reformatted medical information with said medical image (see column 4, lines 16-21); and 
providing substantially together the associated reformatted medical information and medical 
image (see column 14, lines 53-58). 

10. As per claim 48, Wong teaches the method of claim 47 as described above. Wong 
further teaches the medical information source comprises a hospital information system (see 
column 7, lines 1-6). 

11. As per claim 49, Wong teaches the method of claim 47 as described above. Wong 
further teaches the medical information source comprises a radiology information system (see 
column 7, lines 59-60). 

12. As per claim 50, Wong teaches the method of claim 47 as described above. Wong 
further teaches the medical image source comprises a picture archiving and communications 
system (see column 7, lines 29-37). 



Application/Control Number: 09/681 ,31 1 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3626 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

13. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

14. Claims 1-10, 12-24, 26-35, and 37-46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Wong et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,260,021 in view of Rothschild et al. f U.S. 
Patent No. 6,678,703. 

1 5. As per claim 1 , Wong teaches a medical information system, said system comprising: a 
medical information source, said medical information source providing medical information in a 
medical information format (see column 3, lines 31-36); a medical image source, said medical 
image source providing medical images in a medical image format (see column 3, lines 61-64); 
an interface unit receiving said medical information and translating said medical information into 
a medical image format-compatible format (see column 3, lines 42-46), receiving said medical 
image, associating said medical information in said medical image format-compatible format 
with said medical image, and transmitting substantially together said medical information in said 
medical image format-compatible format and said medical image (see column 4, lines 16-30, 
note that both medical images and associated medical report data are formatted into a uniform 
object-oriented structure); and a data center receiving said medical information in said medical 
image format-compatible format and said medical image in said medical image format and 
storing said medical information in said medical image format-compatible format and said 
medical image (see column 8, lines 53-64). 

16. Wong does not explicitly teach storing for later retrieval said medical information in said 
medical image format compatible format and said medical image. Rothschild teaches a data 
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center that includes and archive for storing medical images and medical information for later 
retrieval (see column 18, lines 45-56). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention to incorporate this archive feature into the system of Wong. One 
of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to incorporate this feature for the purpose 
of protecting against data loss by providing redundant storage at multiple locations (see column 
17, line 66 - column 18, line 2 of Rothschild). 

17. As per claim 2, Wong in view of Rothschild teach the system of claim 1 as described 
above. Wong does not explicitly teach that the datacenter comprises an archive for storing 
medical images and medical information. Rothschild teaches a data center that includes and 
archive for storing medical images and medical information (see column 18, lines 45-56). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
incorporate this archive feature into the system of Wong. One of ordinary skill in the art would 
have been motivated to incorporate this feature for the purpose of protecting against data loss 
by providing redundant storage at multiple locations (see column 17, line 66 - column 18, line 2 
of Rothschild). 

18. As per claim 3, Wong in view of Rothschild teach the system of claim 1 as described 
above. Wong further teaches said data center comprises a viewer for allowing access to 
medical images and medical information (see column 8, lines 53-64). 

19. As per claim 4, Wong in view of Rothschild teach the system of claim 1 as described 
above. Wong further teaches the medical image source comprises a picture archiving and 
communications system (see column 7, lines 29-37). 

20. As per claim 5, Wong in view of Rothschild teach the system of claim 1 as described 
above. Wong further teaches the medical information source comprises a hospital information 
system (see column 7, lines 1-6). 
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21 . As per claim 6, Wong in view of Rothschild teach the system of claim 1 as described 
above. Wong further teaches the medical information source comprises a radiology information 
system (see column 7, lines 59-60). 

22. As per claim 7, Wong in view of Rothschild teach the system of claim 1 as described 
above. Wong further teaches said data center comprises an application service provider (see 
column 12, lines 13-17). 

23. As per claim 8, Wong in view of Rothschild teach the system of claim 1 as described 
above. Wong further teaches said data center further comprises an external interface for 
allowing users to access medical images and medical information at said data center (see 
column 3, lines 7-14 and column 8, lines 57-61). 

24. As per claim 9, Wong in view of Rothschild teach the system of claim 1 as described 
above. Wong further teaches said medical information comprises radiology information (see 
column 3, lines 31-36, note that Rl systems are radiology information systems). 

25. As per claim 10, Wong in view of Rothschild teach the system of claim 1 as described 
above. Wong further teaches a broker for translating said medical information format (see 
column 6, lines 18-22). 

26. As per claim 12, Wong in view of Rothschild teach the system of claim 1 as described 
above. Wong further teaches said data center comprises a web server for allowing access to 
medical images and medical information via at least one web browser (see column 12, lines 6- 
19). 

27. As per claim 1 3, Wong in view of Rothschild teach the system of claim 1 as described 
above. Wong further teaches a DICOM viewing workstation for allowing access to medical 
images and medical information (see column 11, lines 10-14). 
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28. As per claim 14, Wong teaches the system of claim 1 as described above. Wong further 
teaches said data center further stores links to said medical information (see column 13, lines 
45-59). 

29. As per claim 15, Wong in view of Rothschild teach the system of claim 1 as described 
above. Wong further teaches said data center further stores links to said medical image (see 
column 13, lines 45-59). 

30. As per claim 16, Wong in view of Rothschild teach the system of claim 1 as described 
above. Wong further teaches said interface unit transmits a link representing the location of 
said medical information (see column 14, lines 1-6, the Examiner is interpreting the URL of the 
image server to be a form of representation of the location of medical information). 

31 . As per claim 17, Wong in view of Rothschild teach the system of claim 1 as described 
above. Wong further teaches said interface unit transmits a link representing the location of 
said medical image (see column 14, lines 1-6). 

32. As per claim 18, Wong teaches a centralized medical information system, said system 
comprising: an interface unit receiving medical information and translating said medical 
information into a medical image format-compatible format (see column 3, lines 42-46), 
receiving a medical image, associating said medical information in said medical image format- 
compatible format with said medical image, and transmitting said medical information in said 
medical image format-compatible format and said medical image (see column 4, lines 16-30, 
note that both medical images and associated medical report data are formatted into a uniform 
object-oriented structure); and a data center receiving said medical information in said medical 
image format-compatible format and said medical image in said medical image format and 
storing said medical information in said medical image format-compatible format and said 
medical image (see column 8, lines 53-64). 
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33. Wong does not explicitly teach storing for later retrieval said medical information in said 
medical image format compatible format and said medical image. Rothschild teaches a data 
center that includes and archive for storing medical images and medical information for later 
retrieval (see column 18, lines 45-56). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention to incorporate this archive feature into the system of Wong. One 
of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to incorporate this feature for the purpose 
of protecting against data loss by providing redundant storage at multiple locations (see column 
1 7, line 66 - column 1 8, line 2 of Rothschild). 

34. Claims 19-24 and 26-28 recite substantially similar additional limitations to those already 
addressed in claims 2, 3, 7-10, 12, and 16-17 and, as such, are rejected for similar reasons as 
given above. 

35. Claims 29-30 and 31-34 contain substantially similar method limitations as those already 
addressed with respect to system claims 1-3, 7 and 9 and, as such, are rejected for similar 
reasons as given above. 

36. As per claim 35, Wong in view of Rothschild teach the method of claim 29 as described 
above. Wong further teaches said first format comprises HL7 format (see column 8, lines 6-14). 

37. As per claim 37, Wong in view of Rothschild teach the method of claim 29 as described 
above. Wong further teaches said second format comprises as standard text format (see 
column 12, lines 13-17, since displayed medical information can include "report information" it is 
assumed that this is displayed as text). 

38. Claims 38-39 and 40-46 recite substantially similar method limitations to those already 
addressed in system claims 1, 3-6, and 12 and, as such, are rejected for similar reasons as 
given above. 
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39. Claims 1 1, 25, and 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Wong et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,260,021 in view of Rothschild et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,678,703 
and further in view of Anderson et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,078,925. 

40. As per claim 1 1 , Wong in view of Rothschild teach the system of claim 10 as described 
above. Wong further teaches that the broker translates from HL7 format (see column 8, lines 6- 
14). Wong does not explicitly teach that the broker translates to SQL format. Anderson teaches 
Relational Extenders that store new data types in an SQL format (see column 3, lines 13-17). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
incorporate this feature into the system of Wong. One of ordinary skill in the art would have 
been motivated to incorporate this feature for the purpose of enabling searching of complex 
data types (see column 2, lines 10-13 of Anderson) such as medical care data including medical 
imaging data (see column 1 , lines 44-47 of Anderson). 

41 . Claims 25 and 36 recite substantially similar additional features to those already 
addressed in claim 1 1 and, as such, are rejected for similar reasons as given above. 



Response to Arguments 

42. In the remarks filed 9/12/05, Applicant argues in substance that (1 ) Wong does not teach 
storing for later retrieval medical information and images; (2) Wong does not teach actively 
associated medical information with medical images; (3) Wong does not teach transmitting or 
providing medical information and a medical image substantially together. 

43. In response to Applicant's argument (1), it is respectfully submitted that, in view of the 
amendments, the Examiner has now relied upon the combination of Wong and Rothschild to 
meet the limitation of storing for later retrieval . Nevertheless, the Examiner respectfully 
maintains that some sort of storage must occur in order to display the medical image and 
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medical information such as temporary storage in a cache. Given that the claims do not recite 
what type of storing occurs (i.e. optical, magnetic, RAM, etc.), it is respectfully submitted that the 
claim have been given their broadest reasonable interpretation to one of ordinary skill in the art. 
Therefore, it is the Examiner's position that the system of Wong could not display the medical 
information and medical image on the graphical interfaces without that data ever being stored. 
In addition, it is noted that the information need not be stored in the server of Wong to meet 
limitation. Rather, temporary storage in graphical interface itself is sufficient since the graphical 
interfaces are interpreted by the Examiner to be a part of a "data center" in the context of Wong. 

44. In response to Applicant's argument (2), it is respectfully maintained that the 
transmission of medical image data and associated medical information (see column 4, lines 16- 
30) teaches the associated element that is recited in some of the claims (in particular, claims 1 
and 18 and their dependents). It appears that Applicant is implying that the associated element 
recited in the claims requires some additional steps that are not actually recited to perform 
"active" association. It is respectfully submitted that although the claims are interpreted in light 
of the specification, limitations from the specification are not read into the claims. See In re Van 
Geuns, 988 F.2d 1181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). Therefore, it is submitted that the 
mere recognizing and retrieving of associated data as described in Wong teaches the recited 
associating feature given its broad recitation in the claims. 

45. In response to Applicant's argument (3), as described above, it is unclear what the term 
"substantially together" is intended to limit the scope to. Therefore, it is respectfully submitted 
that the described transmission of medical reports that are recognizes as associated with the 
medical image teaches the recited transmitting or providing step given the broadest reasonable 
interpretation to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention. 
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Conclusion 

46. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant 
is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

47. A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

48. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Luke Gilligan whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-6770. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8am-5:30pm. 

49. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Thomas can be reached on (571 ) 272-6776. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

50. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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